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Selma Selman, “Ophelia’s Awakening”, 2024
Oil on a Mercedes bonnet, 75 x 140 x 40 cm, Mercedes-Benz Art Collection, © Selma Selman

Selma Selman in her first Mercedes-Benz, 2020Ph
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140 YEARS OF INNOVATION

SELMA 
SELMAN

Right from the start, the brand has sought a close rela-
tionship to art and design, a testament to the innovative 
power of Mercedes-Benz. This creative openness is 
clearly visible in the long list of visual artists who have 
driven and continue to drive vehicles by Mercedes-Benz 
out of an aesthetic conviction. The artist Selma Selman 
takes this fascination one step further by using doors 
and bonnets of Mercedes-Benz models as her canvases 
of choice. In muted colours, she paints self-portraits and 
documents scenes from her life on these used car parts. 
Like the motifs, these discarded Mercedes-Benz parts 
also help tell the artist’s personal story. The daughter of 

a scrap dealer, she grew up in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where 
she spent time in the workshop learning about hard work 
and the responsible use of materials. The practice of 
recycling had a lasting impact on the artist’s life. After 
all, a retired Mercedes-Benz wasn’t junk – it contributed 
to the livelihood of the family, who, as Romani, belong to 
one of the oldest minority groups in Europe.

Her unconventional canvases are therefore a part of 
Selma Selman’s identity and reveal her strong emotional 
connection to the brand. Her early success as an artist 
allowed her to purchase her very first Mercedes-Benz. 
Around that same time, she also founded the organisation 
“Get the Heck to School” (Marš u školu) to give Romani 
girls around the world access to education.

Selma Selman’s art is an act of resistance with 
a focus on those who are often overlooked or who are 
trapped in rigid social structures. She continuously 
scrutinises stereotypical female gender roles – including 
those ascribed to the women in her own family – with-
out ever presenting women as victims. Instead, she 
highlights their strengths to show how much potential is 
squandered through social oppression. Her life and work 
revolve around the individual right to self-determination.

“Ophelia’s Awakening” is part of a series of the same 
title in which the artist places Ophelia from Shakes
peare’s “Hamlet” in a new light. She is no longer por-
trayed as a passive woman driven to madness, ultimately 
drowning in a brook, but instead as a confident and bold 
figure. Vulnerability and determination – two of Selman’s 
main artistic themes – are expressed through the act of 
stepping on a nail. Her paintings, performances, videos, 
and writing lend expression to anger, desperation, and 
the urge to break through existing power structures in 
equal measure. 

“Ophelia’s Awakening” is currently on show at the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart. Selma’s works can 
also be seen in the exhibition “Power Lines. An Exhibition 
of the Mercedes-Benz Art Collection” in Budapest. 

Find out more about the MERCEDES-BENZ 
ART COLLECTION and current exhibitions at  
benz.me/art

The MERCEDES-BENZ ART 
COLLECTION is one of the 
most prestigious corporate 
art collections in the world. 
Director Dr Anne Vieth presents 
her highlights here. This 
time: the painted bonnet of 
an A-Class – the work of an 
artist with a long and deep 
emotional connection to the 
Mercedes-Benz brand

Text by Dr Anne Vieth


